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Southport Ave. is two stories in height, while the rear approximately 70 feet of the building is
one story.

The design relies heavily on excellent craftsmanship in traditional brick masonry, particularly in
the dark-red face-brick set in decorative tapestry bond patterns against a warm-yellow face-
brick background.  The use of tapestry brick bonding patterns, the slim vertical piers with their
limestone finials, the steep gables, and the distinctive “bonnet” roof over the oriel window are
indicative of the German Renaissance Revival style.

A glazed street-level storefront occupies most of the front elevation and wraps a few feet
around the side elevation, framing the entrance to the tavern at the chamfered corner of the
building.  An entrance to the second-floor apartments is located at the side of the front elevation,
and two additional entrances to the tavern are located along the side elevation.  In addition to
the “bonnet” roof over the oriel window, green patinated copper is also used at the cornice and
to extend the line of the false gables along the front and side elevations.  Each of these gables
frames a dark-red terra-cotta Schlitz globe.  Window openings have arched headers
constructed of alternating yellow and red brick which continues down both sides of the opening.

The alley (east) elevation is common brick, and the south elevation is obscured by a neighboring
frame building.  This two-story gable-front flat building was originally located at the rear of the
lot.  In the 1990s it was moved to its current location and internally connected with the tavern to
serve as the tavern’s restaurant.  This building is not proposed for designation.

Changes to the building include the replacement of some windows and doors, and the storefront
glazing and framing, however these changes are minor and consistent with the historic character
of the building.  The building has been well maintained and currently houses Schuba’s Tavern, a
long-time popular tavern and live music venue.
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4. (Former) Schlitz Brewery-Tied House (now Starbucks)
2159 W. Belmont Ave.
Date: 1903
Architect: Charles Thisslew

Designed in 1903 by architect Charles Thisslew, this Queen Anne-style tied house is located in
the North Center neighborhood.  In the 1880s industry predominated in the southern section of
the North Center community along the North Branch of the Chicago River.  In this area there
were many clay pits, and the area along Belmont Avenue was a nationally-known center of the
brick-making industry.  The area was also home to William Deering’s harvester works which
employed 1,500 workers and covered nearly 25 acres.  Other industries attracting workers to
the area included the Northwestern Terra Cotta Company, Lassig Iron Works, and Clybourn’s
Slaughterhouse.  While the main group of residents in the working-class community were
German, there were also a large number of Irish, Swedes, and English settling in the area.  The
center of German social life was located along Belmont Avenue, which was served by streetcar
service as early as 1895.

This two-story brick building is rectangular in plan with a prominent corner turret. The narrow
front (north) elevation faces Belmont Ave. with the long side (west) elevation facing Leavitt St.
The base of the building is clad with dark-brown glazed-brick capped with a limestone
stringcourse. The upper portion of the building is warm-yellow face-brick with a second
limestone stringcourse marking the line of the second floor. Window openings have flat heads
with decorative limestone keystones.

The highlight of the design is the building's corner turret clad with pressed-metal classical
decoration, including a pediment and acroterion above the corner window.  The turret is capped
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with a blind balustrade, and a Schlitz globe set within a lunette and framed with volutes mark the
top of the turret. The Schlitz globe, like the rest of the turret, is rendered in pressed metal and
painted. A pressed metal window bay on the side elevation also features classical motifs. The
south (alley) elevation is common brick, and the east side elevation is obscured by a neighboring
building.

Changes to the building are minor and include the replacement of windows, doors and the
glazed storefront. The building currently houses as a coffee shop.
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5. (Former) Schlitz Brewery-Tied House
11400-404 S. Front Ave.
Date: 1906
Architect: Frommann & Jebsen (attributed)

This former Schlitz brewery-tied house is located at the intersection of Front Ave. and 114th St.
in the Roseland community area, separated from the historic town of Pullman by the tracks
Illinois Central Railroad immediately to the west.  In addition to the seven major trunk-line
railroads that traveled through the community, the establishment of the industrial town of Pullman
to the east brought an influx of industry and population to the Roseland community during the
1880s.  Annexed to Chicago in 1889, this multi-ethnic community was predominately
comprised of Dutch, Swedish, German, English, and Irish workers.  While African-Americans
were employed as proters by the Pullman Company, they were not allowed to live in the town
of Pullman.  In addition to rail service, West Pullman streetcar service down Cottage Grove
Avenue to 115th Street was established in 1892.  Improvements to the Cottage Grove line
resulted in the introduction of cable cars in 1906.

Nearly square in plan, this two-brick tied house was built in 1906 as part of “Schlitz Row,” a
complex that included three tied houses, housing for Schlitz workers and a company stable.
Permit records for the building do not identify the architect, though it is attributed to the firm of
Frommann and Jebsen who are known to have designed virtually all of the buildings in “Schlitz
Row.”

The front portion of the building is two stories in height, with a rear one-story portion on 114th

St.  The exterior is constructed of two colors of face brick, with decorative bond patterns used
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at the sides, and arched heads of windows much like 3159 N. Southport Ave.  Unlike Schlitz’s
other tied houses, the two street-facing facades of the building are nearly identical, both
articulated with large, arched openings framing recessed wall areas punched with window and
door openings.  Limestone is used for stringcourses and sills.

The two street-facing elevations meet at a chamfered corner which includes a terra-cotta Schlitz
globe at the parapet level, and the primary entrance to the tavern is framed in a half-round
arched opening at street level.  Similar arched door openings are located at the center and end
of the S. Front Ave. elevation.  The interplay of projecting and receding wall planes established
by the large arches is further enhanced by the use of corbelled brick piers above the second
floor windows.  These piers are topped with carved limestone copings and relieved at their base
by recessed panels infilled with stucco.

The emphasis on receding and projecting wall planes, the use of two contrasting colors of brick
and the combination of brick with stucco and stone reflect characteristics of the Queen Anne
style.  With its lack of historic ornamentation and reliance on the aesthetic qualities of brick, the
building is stylistically more modest in comparison to some of the other extant tied houses, and it
was certainly more modest in comparison to the elaborately designed tied house at 400 E. 115th

St. (1905, demolished 1996) immediately to the south.  The simplicity of the design may reflect
the building’s subsidiary relationship with the older and larger tied house which anchored
“Schlitz Row.”

The secondary south elevation is painted common brick, and the west (rear) elevation has vinyl
siding, presumably installed over common brick.  Changes to the building are relatively minor
and include the replacement of the exterior doors and second-story windows.  At time of
writing, the street level windows were boarded up.
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6. (Former) Schlitz Brewery Stable
11314-320 S. Front Ave.
Date: 1906
Architect: Frommann & Jebsen (attributed)

Roughly square in plan with a flat roof, this two-story brick stable was built in 1906 by the
Schlitz brewery for its delivery horses.  The architectural design of the stable is attributed to
Frommann & Jebsen due to their association with “Schlitz Row” and to the design’s similarity to
other buildings in “Schlitz Row” by that firm, particularly the tied houses.  Together the stable
and tied house one block south at 11400-404 S. Front Ave. are the only surviving commercial
buildings from “Schlitz Row.”  (See # 8 regarding community context and history.)

Architectural ornamentation is confined to the front (east) elevation facing Front Ave., as the
side and rear elevations are common brick and mostly obscured.  The design includes several
characteristics of the extant tied-house nearby on Front Ave., including the use of two colors of
brick, projecting piers and arches in combination with recessed wall areas and stuccoed panels.

The design is symmetrical with a wagon entrance at the center of the street-level elevation
flanked on either side a pair of arched openings.  At the second story, the corner piers of the
building include blind-arched openings framing recessed brick and stucco panels with unusual
and distinct terra-cotta horse head sculptures.  Between these corner piers, the wall is recessed
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and pierced with four small window openings set beneath a single brick arch, flanked one either
side a single arched window opening.  Limestone is used for stringcourses, sills and copings.

The emphasis on receding and projecting wall planes, the use of two contrasting colors of brick,
and the combination of brick with stucco and stone reflect characteristics of the Queen Anne
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CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION

According to the Municipal Code of Chicago (Sect. 2-120-690), the Commission on Chicago
Landmarks has the authority to make a recommendation of landmark designation for an area,
district, place, building, structure, work of art or other object within the City of Chicago if the
Commission determines it meets two or more of the stated “criteria for designation,” as well as
possesses a significant historic design integrity to convey its significance.

The following should be considered by the Commission on Chicago Landmarks in determining
whether to recommend that the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses at at 958 W. 69th St., 3456
S. Western Ave., 2159 W. Belmont Ave., 3159 N. Southport Ave., and 11400 S. Front Ave.
and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building at 11314 S. Front Ave. be designated as Chicago
Landmarks.

Criterion 1:  Value as an Example of City, State or National Heritage
Its value as an example of the architectural, cultural, economic, historic, social, or other
aspect of the heritage of the City of Chicago, State of Illinois or the United States.

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building each
represent a distinct and rare type of commercial architecture that conveys important
themes from Chicago and American history from the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
centuries, including the rise of vertically-integrated manufacturing production and retail
sales; the role of science and technology in the transformation of crafts into industries,
including the brewery industry; increasing competition among businesses as the city and
country grew; the role of the neighborhood saloon; the role of ethnic immigrants as both
leaders of the brewing industry and as consumers; and the national question about the
role of alcohol in society which would later culminate in national Prohibition..

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building each
convey the economic prominence of the brewing industry in Chicago and Milwaukee
during the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, made possible by those cities’
access to grain markets, fresh water, natural supplies of ice, and train transportation.

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building are
representative of the brewing industry founded and managed by German immigrants,
several of whom were prominent businessmen active in the city’s affairs; and therefore
each building reflects the importance of ethnic immigration in Chicago’s history and
development, generally, and specifically the contributions of the Chicago’s German
ethnic community, one of the city’s largest ethnic groups.

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses are typical of other brewery-tied houses in
Chicago which were most commonly located on prominent corners of commercial
streets, well served by street cars or elevated trains, and in neighborhoods settled by
large ethnic and working class populations; and, as such, the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-
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Houses convey the early social character and leisure habits of these early residents of
Chicago’s neighborhoods.

• As the unintended manifestation of legislation and social pressure by progressive
reformers, the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses convey the national debate about
alcohol consumption and the “Dry” movement in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
centuries.  The subsequent proliferation of drinking places under the tied-house system
was a factor in the establishment of national Prohibition in 1919.

• The Schlitz Brewery Stable Building was built by Schlitz to stable horses used to deliver
beer to tied houses, and the stable building represents the brewery’s direct control over
distribution which was a defining feature of the tied-house system.

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building are
part of a great number of buildings built in Chicago by the Schlitz Brewery, whose
association with the city may be traced back to the aftermath of the Fire of 1871, when
the brewery sent water and, in particular, beer to the ravaged city, establishing a loyal
customer base in Chicago, and solidifying its motto “The beer that made Milwaukee
famous.”

• The (former) Schlitz Brewery Tied-House at 11400 S. Front Avenue and the (former)
Schlitz Brewery Stable Building at 11314 S Front Ave. are rare surviving buildings from
“Schlitz Row,” a complex that originally included three tied-houses, housing for Schlitz
workers and a company stable located just outside the “Dry” industrial town of Pullman.

Criterion 4:  Exemplary Architecture
Its exemplification of an architectural type or style distinguished by innovation, rarity,
uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses represent a distinct and recognizable building
type in Chicago’s neighborhoods typified by such features as their display of brewery
insignia, their prominent corner locations on neighborhood commercial streets, their
corner entrances marked by prominent turret or other ornamental features, and their use
of high-quality masonry construction and picturesque styles of architecture.

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building are
fine examples of picturesque styles of architecture, including the then-popular Queen
Anne and the more rare in Chicago German Renaissance Revival style.  Popular in the
late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, these styles emphasize visually-pleasing
characteristics and motifs drawn from earlier periods, and these styles helped the
brewery-tied houses to present a legitimate and socially-responsible image amidst
growing opposition to drinking establishments.

• The (former) Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses at 3456 S. Western Ave., 958 W. 69th St.,
2159 W. Belmont Ave., and 11400 S. Front Ave. and the (former) Schlitz Brewery
Stable Building at 11314 S. Front Ave. exemplify the Queen Anne style of architecture
with their picturesque mixture of building materials, the combination of classical and
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medieval ornamental motifs, varied rooflines, and decorative-metal bays, turrets, and
cornices.

• The (former) Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses at 3159 N. Southport Ave. exemplifies the
German Renaissance Revival style of architecture with its tapestry brick bond pattern,
the distinctive “bonnet” roof over the oriel window, and the slim vertical piers with their
limestone finials.

• Each of the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building
display exceptionally fine craftsmanship and detailing in high-quality historic materials,
displayed through such common materials as patterned tapestry brick and pressed-
metal architectural ornament at turrets, window bays and cornices

 • Characteristic of Chicago’s brewery-tied houses, the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses
each displays a Schlitz “belted globe” insignia on its facade, the design of which is based
on sculptor Richard Bock’s design for Schlitz’s exhibit at the 1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition.

Criterion 5: Work of a Significant Architect or Designer
Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City of Chicago, the
State of Illinois, or the United States.

• Two of the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and the Schlitz Brewery Stable Building
are the work of a significant architect.  The (former) Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses at
3159 N Southport and 11400 S Front Avenue, as well as the (former) Schlitz Brewery
Stable Building at 11314 S Front Ave. were designed by Frommann and Jebsen, a
significant architectural firm in Chicago in the late-19th and early-20th centuries.

• Several of Schlitz brewery’s most handsomely detailed and high-style tied houses, as
well as “Schlitz Row” outside of Pullman, were designed by the architectural partnership
Frommann & Jebsen who made a significant contribution to Chicago’s architecture from
the 1880s through 1917, and from 1917 until the mid-1920s by Frommann.  Known
surviving tied houses designed by the firm of Frommann & Jebsen include 3159 N.
Southport (1903), 1870 S. Blue Island (1899), 8900 S. Normal Ave., as well as 11400
S. Front Ave. (1906) which is attributed to the firm.

• Frommann & Jebsen designed the Humboldt Park Receptory and Stable building
(1895-96), a designated Chicago Landmark, and a fantastically picturesque and
romantic combination of rural German vernacular architecture.

• Frommann & Jebsen’s body of work includes a number of large residences in a range
of popular historic styles of architecture commissioned by prominent members of the
city’s German ethnic community.  Examples of these residential commissions are found
in the Wicker Park, Mid-North, Logan Square, and Ukrainian Village and Hawthorne
Place Chicago Landmark Districts, as well as in the Sheffield and Meekerville National
Register Districts in Chicago.



48

Criterion 6:  Distinctive Theme
Its representation of an architectural, cultural, economic, historic, social, or other theme
expressed through distinctive areas, districts, places, buildings, structures, works of art,
or other objects that may or may not be contiguous.

• The Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building
represent distinctive architectural, cultural, economic, historic and social themes,
including: the rise of the tied-house system in Chicago which reflects broader patterns of
economic development in the nation; the role of immigration in the cultural and social
history of the city; and the brewing industry’s response to pressure from those who
sought to limit alcohol consumption in American society, a movement which ultimately
led to the experiment with national Prohibition; and

INTEGRITY CRITERIA
The integrity of the proposed landmark must be preserved in light of its location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship and ability to express its historic community, architecture
or aesthetic value.

Overall, the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery Stable Building retain
excellent physical integrity, displayed through their siting, scale, overall design, and historic
relationships to their surrounding neighborhoods.  Each building retains the majority of its
historic materials, design, and detailing to express its historic, community, architectural, and
aesthetic interest or value.

The buildings feature the majority of physical characteristics that define their historic significance.
These include historic wall materials in brick, limestone, prominent bays or turrets, original
ornamentation in pressed metal, gabled or turreted rooflines, the insignia of the brewing
company that built the building, large storefront windows and original corner and side entrances
to the tavern.

Common alterations to Chicago’s brewery-tied houses and associated buildings are the
replacement of windows, doors, and storefront windows,  although these changes have
generally been undertaken in a manner sympathetic with the buildings’ historic visual character.
Contemporary signage has also been installed on the facades of several buildings.  In a few
instances, some changes to parapets and cornices and other ornamental features has occurred.
These changes are typical for commercial buildings of this age and reversible, and do not detract
from the overall physical integrity of the building.
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SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL

AND ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES

Whenever a building, structure, object, or district is under consideration for landmark
designation, the Commission on Chicago Landmarks is required to identify the “significant
historical and architectural features” of the property.  This is done to enable the owners and the
public to understand which elements are considered most important to preserve the historical
and architectural character of the proposed landmark.

Based upon its evaluation of the Five Schlitz Brewery Tied-Houses and One Schlitz Brewery
Stable Building, the Commission recommends that the significant features be identified as
follows:

• All exterior elevations, including rooflines, of each building.
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